What have we been doing since our last
newsletter, well time flies by even when
one does nothing but live on a boat and

sail around the place.

Well we have been enjoying travelling
along the North Queensland coast and
are currently in the Northern Territory
en route to Darwin.

January saw us meet up with our daugh-
ter Samantha
and her boy-
friend Tristan.
B They drove up
 to see us spend
five days
aboard with us
sailing the
Whitsunday Islands, Whitehaven Beach,
Airlie Beach and we actually were able
to sail out to the outer reef and go snor-
keling on the Great Barrier Reef.

January also saw us holding a stall at the
Airlie Markets and occasionally the
Mackay markets where we sold the in-
stantclamp tools. See
www.instantclamp.com

We caught up with Sandra and Leigh off
“Huon Mist” last seen in Tasmania amd
spent a fair bit of time with them in the
Whitsundays and Bowen.

Paul also set up a rainwater collection
system enabling us to capture rainwater
and fill up our water-tanks. The rain
during this season was heavy and we
often filled our water-tanks in a couple
of hours with a good downpour.

The heat and humidity got to us during
Dec, Jan and Feb so we were glad when
our replacement generator was replaced
and installed in Bowen in January. The
generator was replaced under warrant
with a new upgraded Mastervolt 3500
unit free of charge-only cost to us was
installation and freight charges. We can-
not recommend the service and backup
of Mastervolt Australia (Power Protec-

tion Systems) more highly-they have
been excellent. The product has been
well backed up.

We also purchased a car at Airlie Beach
so we could explore further inland and
do the markets on the weekend.

We took the time out to visit our yachtie
friends Graham and Meredith from
“Straycat” who were temporarily land-
lubbers restoring a property at Cape
Hillsborough. On the 19th January we
attended a great
housewarming
party. We stayed
over night-It
was a fabulous
night, lots to
drink, eat, we
had karaoke and
dancing whilst it was teeming/pouring
with rain.

Our main base was Bowen during Jan-
Feb and we stayed out on anchor as long
as we could, but once the weather turned
nasty we came in and obtained a berth at
the poles at Bowen Harbour. (Two
poles with no water or electricity). Dur-
ing this time there was a nasty storm that
went over us and hit Airlie Beach with
at leat 60 plus boats either washed
ashore, sunk or damaged. Apparently the
winds got as high as 90 knots. Thank
goodness we were safe. Bowen is a
lovely country town with all the facili-
ties one needs.

Other yachtie friends Owen and Zena
from “Mystified” allowed us to use their
backyard so we could repair the main
boom-it was welded at the engineering
firm in Bowen to repair a stress fracture-
Paul painted it and put back on to the
mast.

February saw Mum and Dad on their
way across Australia to attend the Tam-
worth Country Music Festival. They
rang informing us that they were in
Bundaberg but would not be coming up

to see us as the
floods had cut
off the roads
from Mackay
and as the rain
looked like it
was continuing
they had to head
back. It was a shame to be so close
but so far.

Late February saw us return to Perth,
Flying Virgin Airlines. Tamara was
starting university and we had to
meet her new boyfriend Lyndon.
Danielle had announced her engage-
ment to Chris. Danielle and Chris
had been given a trip to Puket in
Thailand and Chris had proposed to
her over there. We also had not seen
Danielle and Chris’s new home.
Danielle was also starting a new job.

Whilst in WA we stopped in to see
Gary Kalanberg who loaned us a car
for our time in WA. We stayed with
Danielle in their new house which
was our home
base while we
were in Perth. It
was great to see
Danielle and
Chris, espe-
cially Chris
walking after his dreadful trail bike
accident.

We were able to spend time with
Tamara in the morning as she had
taken up a new job which started at
1pm so she was free most mornings.
Tamara was also having car trouble
but we thank Chris Rowden for tak-
ing care of the issues and fixing the
car before we arrived. Thank’s mate.
Appreciate it.

We caught up with Danielle and
Chris on the weekend and nights.

We caught up with a lot of people in
Perth. Fremantle Sailing Club-Jos
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and Terri, Luukie and Tony, Helen and
Mike, Jim and Margaret, Kim and a few oth-
ers. We had dinner with Tony and Jenny
Sinagra and family, Lynette, Gary and kids,
Mark and Neta Johnson, Mike and Helen,
Joy and Gary Kalenberg, Leslic and Hans,
Joy and Kevin O'Hara. We also caught up
with Pauls Dad Ian and Jacky, Liz and Lee
and family and Ken. We caught up with the
Mandurah Library and saw the new Falcon
Library, Andrew Quinn and Seaville staff
and had a coffee with Terry and Lin Clinch
and Pat Gallaher.
Also it was perfect
timing with Graham
and Michelle arriving
from the USA and we
caught up with them
and had dinner with
all the boys at the East Fremantle Sailing
Club.

Also whilst in PERTH we had a stall selling
the Strayalert man overboard system and
Instantclamp at the Perth Summer Boat
Show. Allin all a VERY busy time

During our last few days Mum and Dad ar-
rived in Perth from their eastern states tour
(unable to see them in QLD we finally
caught up with them back in WA) giving us
the perfect opportunity to hold an small inti-
mate engagement dinner for Chris and Dan-
ielle at the Stage Door in Mandurah which
Graham and Michelle, Ken, Tamara and
Lyndon, Joy and Kevin, Sean, Mum and Dad
and us attended.

We talked Tracys Mum and Dad into travel-
ing back to QLD with us and sail to Towns-
ville, so Ken drove us all to the airport to
catch the 12 midnight flight to Brisbane and
then Townsville on the 10 March. It was an
uncomfortable flight back but we arrived in
Townsville at 10am collecting the car and
driving another two hours to Bowen. Arriv-
ing Lee and Sandra had aired Cockatoo 11
for us making our arrival more enjoyable.
Our washing machine had failed just before
we left and we still had to repair the belt on
the washing machine and fix the bed for
Mum and Dad. Washing machine fixed and
V-berth ready for Mum and Dad we had a
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drink on the deck. Lee and Sandra
kindly cooked us dinner-Laksa which
finished off a long day. It was so good
not to cook and we have a lovely relax-
ing evening with good company.

.. In Bowen it had
wame| been blowing a con-
Bl sistent SE 20-
30knots since we
left, a consistent
8 blow, not gusty like
*in the west. The
constant noise in the rigging was very
tiring. The boat was safe but we had
lost one front mooring rope due to
chaffing but all the others were fine.

We left Bowen the next day with Mum
and Dad spending a day or two at
Gray’s Bay then made our way slowly
to Magnetic Island just off Townsville.
We had a great sail and good weather.
A couple of days later we anchored in
the duck pond outside Townsville and
explored the city. Lynne from “Solan”
drove our car up while Craig sailed the
boat singlehanded up from Bowen.
Sadly Mum and Dad had to go as they
were catching a plane home, they took
the car and spent a few weeks explor-
ing the North Coast of Queensland and
the Atherton Tablelands before leaving
the car at Anki and Dieter’s “Anki I1”
at Flying Fish Point and flew home
from Cairns.

In April our daughter Samantha rang to
inform us that she and her classmates
were to graduate a month early, she is
being sent to Sydney on the 10th June -
her ship will be the Manoora (a LPA-
Landing Platform Amphibious).

We headed north to Palm Islands eat-
ing the beautiful oysters off Juno Bay.
Then headed over to Hinchinbrook
Channel. We stopped off at Lucinda to
collect the mail which we had diverted
there finding out that the post office
had closed and the mail was now at
Halifax. A kind man offered us a lift
to Halifax where we colected our mail.

The wind was blowing steady 25-30
knots and we stayed in the inner
channel. Here the scenery is mag-
nificent, pristine and green with
huge mountains in the background.

From Hinchinbrook we sailed to
Dunk Island climbing the hills and
checking out the resort here.

From Dunk Island we picked up
Anki and Dieter from Mourilyan
Harbour, and we spent a night at
Kent Island and then as the weather
was clam
with light

- winds went
| out to the
outer reef
near Hall
Thompson
Reef where we could see the waves
breaking over the reef. What a
sight, the ground is shallow and the
colours amazing. I can imagine
Captain Cook and how he was un-
able to see the reef and hitting it.
We anchored off the outside of the
reef in the drop off. Took the dingy
_and snor-
keled-not
many fish
but the coral
was good.

A

May saw us
spending a few days at Mourilyan
Harbour after dropping Anki and
Dieter off. We then sailed to Fitz-
roy Island walking the top of a very
big hill and then onto Cairns. En-
tering Cairns Trinity Inlet, there
were lots of large catamarans and
tourist boats going out to the reef
and to Green island. We anchored
in the river opposite Marlin Marina,
where there is a dingy jetty where
we lock up the dingy and can walk
right into the city-a five minute
walk.

We took the opportunity to get off
the boat for a few days and caught
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the bus to Innisfail, where Anki and Di-
eter picked us up and drove us to their
home at Flying Fish Point. We stayed
overnight. Their beautiful home overlooks
the ocean and is near the rainforest. It is a
lovely place, very quiet. Anki and I went
for a walk along the beach and then
through the rainforest. Paul did computer
work for Anki and Dieter and I also did
three loads of washing. We picked out car
up and explored Mission Beach and the
Cane Cutter route on the return home.

Cairns was quite a social time with lots of
yachts coming and going, many heading
for Darwin going on the Darwin to Ku-
pang rally. BBQ’s were held on the fore-
shore most evenings. It is an offence in
Queensland to drink in public and as we
did not know the Police came by and said
that we could be
s, ey fined $450 dollars
@ for cach drink open
| when drinking in a
¥ public space. So
BBQ dinner with
no drinks.

We were also lucky enough to sell our car
in Cairns just a week before we flew to
Brisbane making us work extra hard to re
provision the boat, get fuel and do other
bits and pieces before the car was col-
lected. To celebrate we went to the mov-
ies (as it was pouring with rain) and saw
“Iron Man” and walked back to the boat.

We hired a car for a few days to see the
Atherton Tablelands (funny we just sold
the car) also to collect our mail from Anki
and Dieter. We drove and saw beautiful
waterfalls, the scenery up here is amazing,
staying overnight at Anki and Dieters,
lovely evening and a great nights sleep-of
course a long hot shower was luxury.

The 21-15 May we flew to Brisbane to

attend the Sanctuary Cove Boat Show as
we had a stand selling the Strayalert man
over board system and the Instant Clamp
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tool. We shared a stand with Copper-
shield Anitfoul (Simon and Deb from
WA). The show was busy but the spot
we were in was out of the way. We
stayed at friends place Robert and
Elsa’s for a few days, one night in a
hotel with Samantha (who came up to
Brisbane to help us out at the show
and to see us before she goes to sea— a
special treat to spend this time with
her).

Paul picked up a dealership for the
Thuraya Satellite Phone system. See

www.cockatoo2.com/sat

On our return we re-provisioned with
fresh fruit and vegetables and eggs.
David and Vicky Henderson (SA)
were in Cairns and we got to go out
for dinner. It was great to see them
again.

Leaving Cairns on the 28 May with
David Henderson and Rob setting off
to Port Douglas, motor sailing until
the winds picked up in the afternoon
to 20-25 knots, passing the large P&O
Cruise liner "Pacific Princess" an-
chored off Yorkie's Knob. I felt a bit
seasick and had a sleep after lunch
leaving the boys to do the sailing.

We pulled into Port Douglas, a de-
lightful little anchorage with buildings
lining the river, anchoring in the river
way up past the settlement . It was a
tight fit with a narrow river, man-
groves either side and boats filling the
river, but Paul did it. Anchored safely
we had a glass of wine at the Port
Douglas Yacht Club fare-welling
Dave and Rob
goodbye and
picking up Anki
and Dieter who
were travelling
to Cooktown
with us.

| We stopped off at Hope
ll Island and then to

§ Cooktown, a most de-
lightful country town
where Anki and Dieter
~ caught a bus home.

June saw us leaving Cooktown
where we headed to the yachting
Mecca—Lizard Island. I can see
why it is so popular with yachties—
remote and
most beauti-
= ful with lots
8 to see and do.
We saw the
Research Sta-
tion, walked
the reef at low tide, walked around
past the exclusive expensive resort
and walked to the top of Cook’s
Lookout. We spent two days here
knowing it was all remote from here
onin. Our first stop was Cape Mel-
ville a 68.5 nm trip taking us 12
hours and 30 minutes. A customs
plane buzzed past us so very low and
then called us up on 16 asking our
registration number, home port and
destination the first of many fly
overs to come.

We had great winds for sailing—
almost forgot what true sailing was
like, we had forgotten so much that
upon rounding Cape Melville we still
had the asymetric up, finding there
were huge bullets coming down off
the hills. The winds were pushing the
sail and boat over and rounding us
up, the pressure so great it bent the
stainless steel railing on the pulpit.

We spent a few days going up the
coast so close to the reef that we
could see it very clearly as we sailed
by and then eventually turning left
on the 9th June we approached Cape
York—the northern most point of
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Australia—entering a very small narrow entrance between Cape York and an is-
land-how exciting. We could see people very close, so close we could have had a
conversation with them if we were so inclined. Passing through with no incidence
we were suddenly hit with strong bullets of wind and of course touched bottom
slightly (but what is new). The wind was so strong we reached 9.1 knots at one
stage. Paul altered course as I was not too excited about the one he chose between
sand banks and shallow spots with this wind and so he humored me by travelling
further out into deeper water arriving later afternoon at Siesia. It was just perfect
sailing Flat Flat water as the wind was coming straight off the land

The next morning we left at 5.30am for our 354.4nm 56 hour and 45 minute (3days
and 2 night) trip across the Gulf of Carpentaria to Gove. No moon of course-pitch
black following our track out we put up main sail, mizzen and a-symmetric after
we passed over the shoals just out of Seisia. The first night it blew up to 30+ knots
and the seas were up to 4 meters making it a bit uncomfortable and us feeling very
green around the gills. Chris and Dianne from “Charmar” had given us a motion
sickness bracelet that gives acupressure electronically which held off the worse of
it. The pulley on the A-symmetric broke with a huge bang during the night,
(waking me up-thank goodness it was not on my watch) we were able to get it
down at night and it did not go in the water (oh I do not want to think about that
scenario at all!). We did shifts three hours on and three off, which took a bit of
getting use to again but by the end of the trip it was routine and we were handling
it fine. Things come in threes don’t they and thus on the second day the auto pilot
went bung and did not work (on my shift of course) so Paul was woken up and I
hand steered while he had his head in the engine room soldering wires and fixing
the problem (a connection had got hot and the ends had fused together). Poor man
he was so ill for quite a while after having to work in a enclosed engine room in
three meter swells. Makes one very thankful for all the work the auto pilot does-it
would have been hard work hand steering all the way. Then C-Maps maps system
also disappeared, of course Paul was able to fix the problem as this is our main
method of navigation.

We eventually pulled safely into Gove Harbor and anchored at 2.30pm in daylight
outside the Gove Yacht Club. Had drinks aboard Solan and then dinner with Pe-
likaan and Solan-Paul making his famous battered fish dinner. We slept very well
that night.

After a few days rest at Gove we headed to go through the famous Gugari Rip (the
Hole in the Wall). We had five yachts in front of us and we were going to be the
last through the channel. It was interesting watching all the boats one by one disap-
pearing into a rock wall. Our turn we had a sharp turn and then we were in a small
channel in between the Wessel Islands, the tide had increased and we sped up to
10.1 at one stage (we had the motor on idle incase something happened and all
sails down). Popping out the other side the winds were great for a brisk sail up the
coast and we pulled in anchored alone in a small unnamed bay. With green blue
water, white sand we took the dingy ashore and went for a long walk. There were
three huge crocodile tracks going up the beach (but did not see one).

We have had fantastic sails along the coast on the NT and are having a days rest at
the moment at Maningrida where we went ashore and stretched our legs. Tomor-
row we are heading to North Goulburn Island. We intend to spend a few days at
Pamerston before heading to Darwin and meeting Brian and Ruth in Darwin to
prepare for our trip to the Kimberly’s. You can see where we currently are as we
update this map regularly http://www.pangolin.co.nz/yotreps/tracker.php?
ident=VNWS5708

Visit our website at www.cockatoo2.com for more detail or
email us at sailing@cockatoo2.com

Instantclampd www.straytalert.com
Strayalert man overboard systemd www.strayalert.com
Satellite phoned www.cockatoo2.com/sat




